BACKGROUND   TO   HISTORY
Lead, ore, skins and furs of the west were exchanged for oil, wine,
perfumes, copper-goods, glass, spices and textiles of the east.
Commerce was their life-blood and dominated even their religion.
Their own loosely-federated " city-states" were often in dispute,
but in external affairs they were invariably ready to submit to any
foreign power able to guarantee their economic and religious
freedom. They were the intermediaries of the great ancient powers
of Egypt, Assyria, Persia, Macedonia and Rome, and as such they
reached the Andalusia of Spain and the Algarve of Portugal.
Theirs was a steady traffic which began in the second millennium
before Christ and did not wane until the Roman defeat of Carthage
in the first Punic War. Some stayed in Portugal and Spain.
Others traded only and proceeded northwards, braving the gales
of the Bay of Biscay and taking the full brunt of the Atlantic as
they approached the tin islands of Great Britain. Phoenician
influence on the subsequent development of the Portuguese people
as a race is a matter for conjecture. The name of the Phoenicians
survives in Portugal in the modern Peniche, a fishing town on
Cape Carvoeiro, due east of the walled village of Obidos on the
Coimbra-Lisbon road, and thek blood runs in the inhabitants of
Povoa de Varzim, Ovar and Aveiro. The crescent-shaped boats
used by the fishermen of Caparica, in whom there is also a Phoeni-
cian strain, are of Phoenician origin and there may have been,
* therefore, Phoenician blood in the Portuguese navigators of the
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, 2,000 years later. But the
Phoenicians did not go inland and they could not have been aware
of what was taking place behind the curtain veiling the interior.
It was during the sixth century B.C., when Tynan trade was
reaching its peak, that the Celts, a predominant element in central
and western Europe before the rise of the Romans, succumbed
to the call of the setting sun and streamed westwards and across the
Pyrenees. They were dark-complexioned tribes who had settled
in Gaul, but they may have included a Gaelic element, forerunners,
possibly, of the traditionally fair-haked and blue-eyed men and
women who are occasionally to be seen in some parts of northern
Portugal. The " black " Celts merged with indigenous Iberians,
and as " Celtiberi " they came to occupy an inland district covering
most of the present south-western part of Aragon and the northern
and eastern iistricts of modern Castile. They were also living at
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